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In an action as striking as his original defection from Cuba in a Soviet MiG in March 1991, on Dec.
20, former Cuban Air Force officer Orestes Lorenzo Perez returned to Cuba in a small plane to
retrieve his wife and children. Lorenzo proceeded to fly the plane back to the US, landing at the
Marathon Airport in the Florida Keys. Lorenzo, who was convicted in absentia in Cuba on charges of
treason and sentenced with the death penalty, said "It was a chance in a million. To be able to sneak
into Cuba is possible, but to land on a busy roadway...between cars, was indeed a miracle...The
possibility of being captured or gunned down was a high risk, but the liberty of my children was
worth it." The twin propeller plane was provided to Lorenzo Perez by the Springfield, Virginiabased Valladares Foundation. On Dec. 29, a pilot diverted a Cuban domestic flight carrying 53
persons, landing the aircraft at Miami International Airport. All but five in the group requested
political asylum and were quickly released from detention pending the outcome of their petitions.
However, the asylum process normally a mere formality for Cubans was complicated by fears
the US government could stand in violation of international law by granting asylum if the plane
is judged to have been hijacked. The plane, the co-pilot, a security agent and three passengers
returned to Cuba Dec. 30. (Sources: Associated Press, 12/20/92, 12/22/92; New York Times, 12/30/92;
Agence France-Presse, 12/31/92)
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